cidents and were evacuated by military aircraft to Dakar for transport back to the USA on Aug. 18, 1981. Despite several frustrations during my assignment, I gained much experience, both technically and personally. I expanded my knowledge of different kinds of soils and some of the problems related to their management, along with experiencing a completely different kind of culture.
I believe that The Gambia has a good opportunity to assess their soil resources and make plans to conserve these resources. Soil erosion is not yet a serious problem, except in a few isolated instances. There is presently an abundance of soils which are capable of producing food sufficient to sustain the needs of the Gambian people for the foreseeable future. If plans are made for the proper use of this resource, The Gambia can become a major food producing area.
I look forward to the time when I will see John Fye, Kebba Bojang, and Juncong Cessay, and other Gambians completing a soil survey in The Gambia. I can then say that I had a part in a successful venture in that country.
The Relationship Between Soil Taxonomy and Soil Mapping

R. L. Guthrie l
The subtitle of Soil Taxonomy (1975) Agriculture Handb. 436, is "A basic system of soil classification for making and interpreting soil surveys." Therefore, it contains all we need to know about making soil surveys-right? Wrong I Experienced soil mappers are familiar with procedures for classifying soils and making soil maps, but this subtitle suggests a misconception that has often led to difficulties in soil classification and correlation. Those difficulties come about when we try to fit soil classes, which result from mapping and studying of soils in the field, into preconceived taxonomic units. Taxadjuncts and variants, which are correlation devices, are common manifestations of this problem. In short, pedons that are thought to be typical of a soil class in a survey area often have one or more properties outside the range of the preconceived taxonomic unit that fits best. What are the reasons for this "taxonomic gap," and how can it be bridged?
